I have the honour to be, &c.
PROM the table of the number of males and females baptized in different places it appears to, that the propor tion of males to females baptized is nearly as 13 to 12, agreeable to the calculation of Mr. derham; but the fucceeding ones drew, the number of females alive conliderably exceed the number o f males, in a variety oi places; and that the widows are almoft double the num b er of widowers. Let no arguments in favour of polygamy be draw from thefe tables. The practice is brutal; deftradive I friendlhip and moral fentiment; inconfiftent with or great end of marriage, the education of children; an t u b vcrlive of the natural rights of more than half of tf fpecies __" Higher of the genial bed by far. " And with myfterious reverence I deem." miltO' Nr
Nor is this tyranny of man over the weaker, but more amiable fex favourable to population. For notwithdanding the number of females in the world may confiderably exceed the number of males, yet there are more men capable of propagating their fpecies, than women capable of bearing children. This painful office gra dually becomes more dangerous and lefs frequent as the rigidnefs of the fibres increales, and ceafes intirely at the age of fifty. The fatality of it is thus wifely obviated, and the comforts of declining life are not interrupted by the arduous toil of nurfing. An inftitution, therefore, which confines in fervile bondage to one ufurper, many females in the prime of youth, muft leave numbers deftitute of the means, which nature hath pointed out, for per petuating and increafing the race ot mankind. And it is a fad well known, that Armenia, in which a plurality of wives is not allowed, abounds more with inhabitants than any other province of the Turkifli empire.
P. S. Since the preceding paper was written, the rev. Mr. Craddock hath favoured me with a furvey of the town and parifh of Alhton under Line, diftant about eight miles from Manchefter. The inhabitants cohfift of manufacturers and fanners. chancellor of the diocefe of Chefter, has honoured me with the following account of the parilhes of Waverton and Tattenhall, both in the neighbourhood of Chefter. The inhabitants are farmersand labourers. t)r . percival on P o p u l a .
vice and luxury; the difcouragements to marriage; the definition of cottages; and various other caufes have the moft unfavourable influence on the increafe of man kind. But it is to be hoped, that thefe evils do not univerfally prevail; and that even fome good may arife from them to check their baneful effe&s. Certain it is, that in this part of England the inhabitants multiply with great rapidity: and though the increafe may be chiefly owing to recruits drawn from other counties, yet the flourifhing (late of our manufactures cannot fail to promote po pulation, by affording plentiful means of fubflflence to the poor. The bifliop of Chefler informs me, that in various parifli regifters which he has confulted, the births tiave progreflively become more numerous from gene ration to generation. At Boxley in Kent, where his lordfhip was vicar, he divided the times, from the com mencement of the reign of queen El i z a b e t h , into pe riods of twenty-one years; and found, that the number Df births in the firft period was 310, and in the iaft 5 2 5 The increafe was gradual through the whole time. 
IX. Violent

